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Follow UCLA Men’s Rowing! 
Website: www.uclamensrowing.com

Follow us on Facebook:  UCLA 
Men’s Rowing Alumni/FOUR 

Follow the team on Facebook:
UCLA Men’s Rowing

Inside This Issue 
FOUR President’s Message 1                      
Coach’s Corner 2                                        
New Website 2                                           
2014-15 Race Schedule 2                           
2014-15 Donors 3                                     
The 500 Club 3                                          
Alumni & Parent Reception 4                    
Berkett Scholarship 6                                 
Alumni Races 6                                          
About FOUR & Your Contribution Back 

Strokewatch 

FOUR Board of Directors 
Bob Newman ’68 
Jim Jorgensen ’70 
Norm Witt ’75 
Andrew Jacobs ’75 
John Dipol ’77 
Robert “Fritz” Frassetto ’78 
Dr. Scott Goodwin ’78 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78 
Kevin Still ’83 
William Palmer ’85 
Christopher Beeckler ’05 
Brad Stapleton ’08 
Nic Smith ’11 
Rodd Talebi ’14 

Strokewatch is the newsletter of the 
UCLA Men’s Crew.  Its editor is 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78

SPRING, 2015                       A PUBLICATION OF THE FRIENDS OF UCLA MEN’S ROWING 

FOUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Okay sports fans, it’s March Magic time again! 
This is the time I know you’ve all been waiting 
for so patiently. The beginning of the collegiate 
rowing season is finally upon us. Here on this 
page is the prognostication as related to me by 
our head coach, Scott Charette. After carefully 
considering last season’s results, effects of 
graduation, strength and return of last year’s 
novice squads, coaching changes, new 
equipment purchases, injury facts and rumors, 
depths of various squads, and even revenge 
factors, the following conclusions have been 
officially issued with the codicil: that 
everything stated here totally “depends”. 

I may have mentioned this before, but the same 
squads continue to be highly competitive with 
each other with some subtle changes and 
tendencies. 

Here is some of the input: The UC Santa 
Barbara program is well organized, well 
coached and has been growing in numbers for a 
few years in a row now. It has developed a 
reputation on campus as a great place to spend 
one’s energy if you have natural rowing type 
credentials. They have a good size pool of them 
and the growing success is across the board in 
all levels. Therefore, the expectation level of 
spring speed in all events is very high. Fall 
results showed very good early strength. They 
are the club team to beat. UC Irvine drafted 
two or three Novices into the varsity eight last 
year for the WIRA Championships which 
allowed them to go from a three length loss to 
UCLA at the Creek to a WIRA Gold Medal in 
the Varsity 8 event in just two weeks’ time. 
They don’t have much depth, but they will have 
all or most of that boat back this year. They 

won’t get much internal pressure from other 
boats in their program but they proved you 
really only need eight great athletes to win. 
New Head Coach Pat Gleason (last year’s OCC 
Novice coach) will be trying his best to pull 
that off. They surely will be highly competitive. 
Everyone wants a piece of them for their upset 
win last year.  Orange Coast has had very 
strong Novices each year which has translated 
into good varsity speed the following year. Last 
year was no exception. Their second Novices 
won the ACRA National Club Championships 
and the first boat was obviously faster than that 
so can they find a winner with the returnees? 
Fall racing indicated they might. We traded 
wins with them in a scrimmage in February. 
Could be fun! UC San Diego showed good 
early speed and were very tough in an early 
inter-squad practice we had with them. We 
each won a few pieces. U. of San Diego was 
right in it with UCSD at the same scrimmage. 
Being a smaller program hasn’t prevented them 
from producing a highly respectable Varsity 8 
every year. 2014 will be no exception. 

So where do the Bruins fit into this mix you 
ask? As Scott said, “Depends”. UCLA starts 
later than most of their competitors so we 
usually trail everyone throughout the fall, 
which we did again this year. The varsity group 
has decent numbers and some talented 
individuals. Summer rowing in small boats has 
helped them develop boat skills and if they 
utilize them in the eights for speed, it should 
help. A couple of key injuries may hurt early 
but even without those the Bruins may show 
well. They have some size and power. We have 
two virtually new Italian Fillipi eights

http://www.uclamensrowing.com
http://www.uclamensrowing.com
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UCLA Men’s Rowing has a new, 
modern, easy to navigate website!  Much 
thanks to Charlie Jackson ’72 for hosting 
our previous website and working with 
the team to transition to the new look.  
This was a huge effort led by Rodd 
Talebi ’14, with assistance from Anthony 
Ocampo ’13, Brad Stapleton ’08 for 
website and Maddie Avjean, David 
Kerns for the video.

While our crews opened with a win over LMU, we’ve 
had a couple tough weekends to follow. The alumni 
weekend began with racing in Long Beach where both 
our varsity and novice crews advanced to the four boat 
final of the eight crews that began the day with a time 
trial.  

The alumni reception was one of the best we've had yet 
- great venue, great atmosphere, great attendance and 
such incredible support. The auction to put names on 
oars brought in enough for two brand-new sets, 
ensuring that we continue to have top-notch 
equipment. With the new updated website, The 500 
Club success, the Berkett scholarship and the job 
clearinghouse the future looks bright for the men's 
crew.  

The team is currently in finals and only able to row 
twice this week before heading into 
the weekend dual against Orange 
Coast to be followed by spring break 
and then the San Diego Crew 
Classic. The two novice and two 
varsity eights will spend the next 
month putting in the work on the 
water and land to position us to do 
well in Sacramento at the WIRA 
Championships.  We have some race 
time to make up but the team seems 
more than willing to do the work to 
close the gap.  

 - Coach Scott Charette 

so equipment won’t be an issue. Technical proficiency will be needed to reach their potential, but look for them to be competitive 
with the best. A few inter-squad scrimmages showed we were “in it”. 

Actual results of all this will clearly “depend” on how well each crew actually races. But then, that’s why they race. It should be a real 
battle out there. No one will just walk away from from the crowd and dominate. Each program has the potential to surprise. I look 
forward to sharing the results with you. 

The realize the anticipation is palpable, but you’re just going to have to hang in there with the rest of us.  Go Bruins! 

 - FOUR President Bob Newman ’68                                                                                                                                               

SPRING, 2015

COACH’S CORNER

DATE REGATTA LOCATION

April 4 UCI Dual Meet Ballona Creek, Marina del Rey

April 18 USC Dual Meet Ballona Creek, Marina del Rey

April 25 & 26 WIRA Championships Lake Natoma, Folsom

May 9 Newport Regatta Newport Beach

May 23 & 24 ACRA Championships Gainesville, GA

2015 RACING SCHEDULE For up-to-date schedule go to: www.uclamensrowing.com/schedule

www.uclamensrowing.comNEW WEBSITE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

http://www.uclamensrowing.com
http://www.uclamensrowing.com/schedule
http://www.uclamensrowing.com
http://www.uclamensrowing.com/schedule
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SUPPORT THE  2014-2015 TEAM! Donations from July 1, 2014 through March 24, 2014

THE 500 CLUB CHARTER MEMBERS 
In the November issue of the Strokewatch, we put out a challenge to our Alumni to 
help get the Endowment over the $500,000 mark.  We created the 500 Club.  The 
donors who are part of the inaugural class are:

Stephen Bohlmann ’75 
Edward Bold ’59 
Mark Breeding ’75 
Joel Breman ’58 
Scott Case ’82 
Steve Dalzell ’85 
Patrick Delaney ’53 
Evan Faucher ’05 
Tom Follosco ’73 
Alex Frasco ’73 

Robert Frassetto ’78 
Mary Gray (Julian Wolf ) 
Robert Iezman ’78 
Clare Jarvis ’71 
James Jorgensen ’70 
Mark Klein ’90 
Bruce Kroyer ’75 
Mark Minich ’77 
Robert Newman ’68 
Terry Oftedal ’70 

William Palmer ’85 
James Pentlarge ’77 
Tim Powers ’77 
Mark Rhee 
Scott Sayler ’77 
Kevin Still ’83 
Kina Turner (Kerry ’78) 
Guy Weaser ’78 
Craig Webster ’92 
Norm Witt ’75 

National Team ($5,000 to $9,999): 
Mary Gray (Julian Wolf ) 
Robert Newman ’68 

IRA Champ ($2,000 to $4,999): 
Barry Berkett ’74  
Joel Breman ’58 
Robert Dingfelder ’52 (estate     
   gift) 
Bruce Kroyer ’75  
Edward Phelan ’72 
Tim Powers ’77 
Kevin Still ’83 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78 
Norm Witt ’75 

Pac12 Champ ($1,000 to $1,999): 
Alex Frasco ’73 
David Grant ’86 
Bill Lachmar ’78 
John Lopuch ’68 
Frank Meyer ’56 
Mark Minich ’77 
Terry Oftedal ’70 
William Palmer ’85 
Geof Strand ’71 
Kina Turner (Kerry ’78) 
Brian Boxer Wachler ’89 

Varsity Boat ($500 to $999): 
Anonymous 
Leopold Andreoli ’80 
Stephen Bohlmann ’75 
Edward Bold ’59 

Mark Breeding ’75 
Barton Carter ’94 
Scott Case ’82 
Ron Collins ‘53 
Craig Cox ’80 
Steve Dalzell ’85 
Patrick Delaney ’53 
Evan Faucher ’05 
Robert Frassetto ’78 
Nancy Graves (W. Graves ’53) 
Thomas Humphreys ’60 
Robert Iezman ’78 
Jon Iwata (coach) 
Jim Jorgensen ’70 
Mark Klein ‘90 
James Pentlarge ’77 
Mark Rhee 
Scott Sayler ’77 
Peter Sokolove ’85 
Guy Weaser ’78 
Craig Webster ’92 
Todd Wulffson ‘86 

Blue Chip Recruit (to $499): 
Anonymous 
Blake Addeman ’14 
Robert Amstadter MD ’57 
Jeffrey Baus ’59 
Christopher Beeckler ’05 
Brian Belleville ’11 
Christian Boehmer ’85 
Geoffrey Bremer ’77 
Kim Burdick ’77 
John Cooper ’57 
Patrick Cotter ’84 
Christopher Crane ’09 

Kevin Curran ’75 
John DeFede ’77 
John DiPol ’77 
Chris Dudley (parent) 
Michael Dykstra ’77 
Helyne Faizi (parent) 
Fred Feldman ’61 
Loren Freestone ’94 
Scott Goodwin ’77 
Paul Griffin ’79 
Charles Haughey ’72 
William Houghton ’55 
James Howard ’67 
Jeffrey Huckaby ’92 
Andrew Jacobs ’75 
Rody Janzen ’83 
Clare Jarvis ’70 
Craig Johnson ‘81 
Mark Johnson ’77 
Max Kellenberger (parent) 
Bruce Kerns (parent) 
Marshall Knight ’09 
Ronald Knoll ’85 
Arthur Kochman ’53 
Eric Landoll ’06 
Thomas Larson ‘74 
Craig Leeds ‘’76 
Guy Lochhead ’69 
Thomas Lumsden ’74 
Richard Maire ’80 
Pete Marchewka ’70 
Dylan Matteson ’08 
Murray Maytom (parent) 
Todd McAteer ’92 
Kim Medina ’72 
Michael Meyer  

Lewis Mingori ‘62 
Robert A. Nelson ’62 
Larry Offner ’76 
Maria Oppegard (parent) 
Anthony Osmundson ’62 
Simon Outhwaite ’89 
Julia Pang (parent) 
Ronald Pang (parent) 
Mimi Pardini (parent) 
Charles Rinck ‘76 
Russell H. Rowell ’82 
Carlene Salonites 
Stephen Sanders ‘56 
Glenn Sherman ’74 
James Sims ’66 
Nic Smith ’11 
Gregory Somers 
Bradley Stapleton ’08 
Roydon Steinke 
Mark Stiver ’78 
Eric Stroh ’86 
Richard Strong 
Bjorn Svinterud (parent) 
Kevin Thompson 
Brinton Turner ’44 
Kirk Urata ’84 
Lynne Welch ’55 
Glenn Wetzel ’78 
Joe Whelehon ’77 
Jennifer Williams ‘77 
Steven Wolf ’64 
Helen Wong 
Arthur Zey ‘05
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article submitted by Brad Stapleton, photos by Jim Jorgensen, Rodd Talebi, and Norm Witt

SPRING, 2015

On Saturday, March 7, over 150 alumni, coxswains, parents, and oarsman 
joined each other at the UCLA Athletic Hall of Fame for the 2015 edition of 
the FOUR Alumni & Parents Reception. The second year held at the nexus of 
all UCLA’s athletic accomplishments, both recent and past Men’s Rowing alums 
caught up and reminisced, swapping stories and even regaling the interested 
current oarsman or two about the 
good ‘ol days as they scarfed down 
the delicious food provided by the 
University’s nationally-ranked 
catering system.  

While some alumni caught up, others turned their attention to another 
important element of the annual gathering – the wine tasting, which was 
generously stewarded by Bruce Kroyer (’75). One of the cornerstones of 
the event’s fundraising efforts, all the wines were donated by parents and 
FOUR members willing to part with some of their favorite vintages, 
something that everyone knows is never an easy choice to make. 
Participants sampled over a dozen wine varietals spanning the globe, furiously jotting down their bidding increments – 
but not before going back for a second taste (“for science,” some said).  

Jim Jorgensen (’70) led off the evening’s remarks, inviting current FOUR 
President Bob Newman (’68) to take the stage. Robert Frassetto (’78) was next, 
who recognized the 31 founding members of the brand-new “500 Club,” which is 
comprised exclusively of donors that have given at least $500 to the Endowment 
as part of The 500 Club campaign.  Fritz was then joined by UCLA’s Student 
Affairs Director of Development Laura Adler to recognize Barry and Martha 
Berkett for their recent extraordinary gift and creation of an endowed scholarship 
fund for UCLA Men’s Crew.  Newman then introduced the incoming President 
of FOUR, William Palmer (‘85), who gave an impactful speech about how his 
experiences as an oarsman for UCLA Rowing literally saved his life. To say that 
one could hear a pin drop in the room during his retelling would be a gross 

understatement. Assistant Novice Coach Rodd Talebi then unveiled the new-and-(much) improved UCLA Men’s 
Rowing website. Lastly, all of the current Varsity oarsman were invited to come on stage, introduce themselves, and 
provide a little peek into what they’re working on academically. 

2015 ALUMNI & PARENTS RECEPTION

WINE & SILENT AUCTION
Donors: 
Barry & Martha Berkett 
Chris & Tara Dudley 
Bob Frassetto 
Scott Goodwin, MD 
Bruce Kerns 
Marshall Knight 
Bruce Kroyer 
Bill Lachmar 
Bob & Mary Jo Newman 
Greg & Maria Oppegard 
Simon Outhwaite 
Brad Stapleton 
Kevin Still 
Kevin Thompson 
Kina Turner 
Todd Wulffson 

Winning Bidders: 
Barry Berkett 
Chris & Tara Dudley 
Bob Frassetto 
Clare Jarvis 
Jim Jorgensen 
Bruce Kerns 
Matt Klein 
Bruce Kroyer 
Bill Lachmar 
Thomas Larson 
Bob & Mary Jo Newman 
Brad Stapleton 
Kina Turner 
Norm & Monica Witt 
Todd Wulffson 
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Save The Date - 2016 ALUMNI & PARENTS WEEKEND - March 5 & 6, 2016 
Mark your calendar for the next Alumni and Parent Weekend. 

LIVE AUCTION WINNERS
Oar/Cox Box Winning Bidders

Bow Clare Jarvis ’71

2
Murray Maytom (parent) 
Bruce Kroyer ’75
Geof Strand '71

3 Barry Berkett ’74
4 Bill Palmer ’85

5 Kevin Still ’83
Bob Newman ’68

6
Barry Berkett (in memory of Lt. Tom Meyer)
Jim Jorgensen ’70
Geof Strand ’71

7
Dennis Phelan ’71
Geof Strand ’71
Dylan Matteson ’08

8

Bill Lachmar ’78
Jon Iwata (Coach)
Chuck Haughey ’72
Brad Stapleton ’08

Cox Monica Witt ’77
Pete Sokolove ’85

After remarks, the real fun began - Geof Strand (’70) kicked off 
the live auction with aplomb, turning the already energized 
crowd up to 11, as he is well known to do. Geof masterfully 
appealed to the hearts, minds – and of course, wallets – of the 
alumni in the audience, incepting a fierce bidding war over oar 
inscriptions for the Varsity 8’s.  When the dust settled on the 
evening, the event raised over $15,000, which couldn’t have been 
accomplished without 
the generosity and 

passion for Rowing 
shared by all in 
attendance.   
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On the brilliant Sunday morning of March 8th, several dozen rowing alumni and this year’s squad 
gathered at the boathouse to trade stories and reminisce.  FOUR President Bob Newman ’68 welcomed 
friends and family, including many individuals who were unable to join in the previous evening’s festivities 
at the UCLA Athletics Hall of Fame.  Geof Strand ’70 regaled this year’s squad with his wit and wisdom, 

as former Bowman Christopher 
Beeckler ’05 tried to scrape 
together two boats for racing.  
Clare Jarvis ’71 received the 
distance award as he had flown 
out from Minnesota, and Kevin 
Still ’83 was already on a plane 
back to New York.

BERKETT MEN’S CREW SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED

SPRING, 2015

UCLA Men’s Crew would like to thank Martha and 
Barry Berkett for their generosity!  Martha and Barry 
have established the Berkett Men’s Crew Scholarship, 
an endowed fund to provide financial aid to student 
athletes participating in 
Men’s Crew. The first 
scholarship fund for Men’s 
Crew, their gift will 
continue in perpetuity, and 
at its outset will award 
$5,000 a year beginning in 
Fall 2015 to cover 
educational costs. By 
reducing the cost burden of 
attending UCLA, this 

tremendous gift will ensure student athletes’ ability to focus on the sport and 
their academics, as well as help retain elite athletes in the program for generations 
to come. The Cal Bears and Washington Huskies better watch out –Martha and 
Barry’s commitment and support honor the legacy of UCLA Rowing  and ensure 
an even brighter future for UCLA Men’s Crew. 

Bob Frassetto ’78 and Laura Alder recognize Martha & 
Barry Berkett ’74 at the Alumni & Parents Reception in 

Barry Berkett ’74 as an 
oarsman at UCLA

ALUMNI RACING article submitted by Norm Witt, photos by Joel Coster
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Two boats were finally organized (with a few current oarsmen filling in) and they launched on the 
Ballona Creek race course.  Those of us 
who were either too old or out of shape 
stayed on shore to cheer those brave 
enough to take a few strokes.  After a 
few thousand meters of warm up, and 
with the wind beginning to kick up, the 
races began.  In the first race, both 
boats looked pretty solid.  Geoff (and 
his bell) led the crowd with the UCLA 
eight clap as the shells raced by the 
boathouse.  The younger, fitter men held 
a slight lead, but were unable to gain 
open water on the other boat.  The 
winners accepted the challenge of a re-
match, but the second race yielded the 
same results.

After the racing, everyone enjoyed 
hamburgers and hotdogs barbecued by 
the current team.  A good time was had 
by all.

SPRING, 2015

ALUMNI RACING



Current Funding: Today each UCLA oarsman must pay 
roughly $1200 per year to row.  This figure covers 
approximately half of the per-oarsman cost of equipment, 
travel, salaries, uniforms, etc.  The balance of the annual 
operating budget must be made up with contributions from 
donors.  To ensure the young men who want to row have the 
same rich rowing experience we had, you can help by 
sponsoring an oarsman for a year through a donation of 
$1200. 

Future Funding:  One of the most important functions of 
FOUR is building an endowment. A gift to the Endowment 
will provide for the program in perpetuity. 
How You Can Donate:  
Online:  You can give online by clicking the link “GIVE 
NOW” in the upper right corner of our website at 
www.uclamensrowing.org.  
By Check/Mail: All checks should be made payable to "UCLA 
Foundation," please indicate on the memo portion of your 
check either: 
• Men’s Crew Current Expenditure Account 
• Men’s Crew Endowment  
Mail to:  Friends of UCLA Men's Rowing 
 c/o Kevin Still               
 5 Ivy Place               
 Hartsdale, NY 10530               
You will be mailed a receipt from The UCLA Foundation 
specifying the amount and specific fund designated.  Please 
verify that your donation was directed according to your 
wishes.

ABOUT FOUR AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION

Friends of UCLA Men’s Rowing 
c/o Sheila Parker Tolle 
970 Cloud Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

FOUR is a non-profit organization as defined in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (Tax Identification No. 95-3426607) and is affiliated 
with the UCLA Alumni Association.  Operational and endowment funds raised by FOUR become part of the UCLA Foundation. Your donations are 
tax deductible. 

The Friends of UCLA Men's Rowing (FOUR) provides financial support and assistance to the UCLA Men's Crew. The Men's Crew is wholly self-
financed by oarsmen, alumni, and friends.  For the program to continue to grow and prosper, it is vital that new sources of revenue be found.

Save The Date - 2016 ALUMNI & PARENTS WEEKEND - March 5 & 6, 2016 
Mark your calendar for the next Alumni and Parent Weekend. 

http://www.uclamensrowing.org
http://www.uclamensrowing.org

