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Follow UCLA Men’s Rowing! 
Website: www.uclamensrowing.com

Follow us on Facebook:  UCLA 
Men’s Rowing Alumni/FOUR 

Follow the team on Facebook:
UCLA Men’s Rowing

FOUR Board of Directors 
President: William Palmer ’85 
Vice President: Bob Newman ’68 
Secretary: Brad Stapleton ’08 
Treasurer: Kevin Still ’83 
Board Members: 
 Jim Jorgensen ’70     
 Norm Witt ’75     
 Andrew Jacobs ’75     
 John Dipol ’77     
 Robert “Fritz” Frassetto ’78     
 Dr. Scott Goodwin ’78     
 Sheila Parker Tolle ’78     
 Christopher Beeckler ’05     
 Nic Smith ’11     
 Rodd Talebi ’14    
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FOUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Well, it’s June and the 2015 season, our fiscal year and my term as 
FOUR President have all come to their respective conclusions.  I 
have been honored to have served in that capacity on behalf of the 
alumni, parents and friends of our Men’s Rowing Program for two 
and one-half years and I am happy to report that we have seen a 
great deal of positive advances for the Program during that time.  
Many lingering hot spot issues with the Foundation and Club 
Sports have been resolved and we now have a “team” connection 
with them as never before.  Working together, our finances have 
increased markedly and the program is more efficient with vans for 
the crews and much more. 

A great deal of effort has gone 
into the assistance FOUR 
brings to the athletes.  The 
Executive Committee and 
other members of the Board 
are a dedicated and 
committed group with whom 
I have had the great pleasure 
to have worked. 

I will continue to keep my 
hat in the ring with FOUR as 
the new slate of Officers takes 

over with their energy, ideas and perspectives led by new President, Bill Palmer (’85). 

I extend my undying gratitude to all the FOUR volunteers, Brian Smith of CRA, 
Laura Adler at the Foundation, and everyone who has given of their time, energy and 
money to assist the athletes in their great endeavor. 

CARRY ON AND GO BRUINS!! 

- FOUR President Bob Newman ’68
Strokewatch is the newsletter of the 
UCLA Men’s Crew.  Its editor is 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78
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The Bruin Varsity 4+ took the silver medal at the 2015 American Collegiate Rowing Association National 
Championships.  This year’s championships were held over Memorial Day weekend in Gainesville, Georgia. 2015 
ACRA individual honors bestowed on the UCLA program athletes were:
- 1st Team All-Academic  (cumm. GPA 3.85+): Madelyn Avjean
- 2nd Team All-Academic  (cumm. GPA 3.5 to 3.849):  Andrew Metz, Brandon Pang, Kyle Knoll, & Youssef Aref 
- All-American First Team: Tim Maytom
- All-Freshman Team: Dominic Pardini

BRUINS VARSITY 4+ WINS SILVER AT THE ACRA CHAMPIONSHIPS

Varsity 4+, with their silver medals:
 Kyle Knoll, Brandon Pang, Mara Behar, Tim Maytom ,

and Dominic Pardini.
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Coming into this past fall I was highly optimistic; even 
with three key varsity athletes not returning, I still  
thought we had the maturity and depth to have a very fast 
varsity eight. Our work in small boats and our Fall and 
early Spring results indicated the crew was on track. Jon 
Iwata and Rodd Talebi coached the Novice and did a great 
job instilling that passion for the sport of rowing.  

The Novice had a tough season racing against many crews 
that had their best season in quite some time, the first 
eight did take shirts home opening weekend and the 
second eight won our duel with USC. After chasing for 
another victory all season the novice ended the year 
hungry for wins. This hunger has translated into great 
postseason enthusiasm with most of them pulling erg 
scores that qualify them for Varsity and already training 
for next season.   

The potential for great boat speed that the Varsity showed 
in fours never materialized in the eight; the eight never 
managed to come together. The Varsity eight won our 
duels with Loyola and USC and the 2nd Varsity eight 
won our duels with USC and Irvine. At the WIRA 
Championship, the V8 raced the pair, double, and four in 
addition to the eight. The V4 won a bronze medal behind 
UCD and LMU keeping our medal streak alive. At the 
Newport regatta, scheduled for after WIRA, the Bruins 

struggled in the eight but they 
won both fours events easily, 
defeating LMU the WIRA silver 
medalist and 2014 gold medalist. 

The national championships were 
again held in Gainesville Georgia 
on the 1996 Olympic course and 
of the 28 crews entered, 20 
universities sent their top four 
athletes. Our goal at nationals was 
to win a gold medal and conserve as much energy as we could 
along the way. In the heats the Bruins came in second 
advancing directly to the semifinal (avoiding the reps). In the 
semifinal we again came in second putting us in the grand 
final! In the grand final we had a slow start and at the 1000m 
where in last place. The fastest third 500 in the field put us 
within striking distance and a solid sprint moved us into the 
silver medal position but we were not able to catch UCD, the 
WIRA gold medal winners.  

We have eight graduating seniors so there are many holes to 
fill next year.  The 23 underclassmen are already hard at work 
training for next season, recording each session on a Google 
doc to both inspire and challenge each other to take what will 
be a rebuilding year and turn it into a season to remember. 

 - Coach Scott Charette 

COACH’S CORNER
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Whether you held an oar in your 
hands for six months, a year, four 
years, or competed at the national 
or international level, the 
experience of UCLA Crew 
invariably changed your life.   

There was the eerie feeling of 
walking to the practice pick-up 
point in the quiet, pre-dawn 
darkness, with the street lights still 

on, long before the vast majority of the campus awoke, and 
doing more before 8:00 a.m. than most do in a day.  

Setting up against top intercollegiate teams, focused, eyes 
and minds in the boat, after many months of tough, 
relentless practice, while taking harsh, well-deserved 
criticism from the Coach. All of which positioned you for 
the life that would follow UCLA, with such deeply 
engrained concepts as: Principled inner resolve, 
perseverance, mental and physical strength, humility, trust, 

respect, the constant effort to achieve harmony, rhythm, 
balance, and then leadership.     

These are our amber moments trapped in time.  The self-
realization there is indeed something unique deep down 
inside each one of us that did not exist before UCLA Crew - 
when you learn to conquer and reach beyond limits to 
confront weakness and inconsistencies, and then refine and 
beat them out.  This became the cycle of your life - a 
complex problem-solving exercise.  As the ancient Greek 
philosopher Aeschylus wrote, “There is advantage in the 
wisdom won from pain.” 

Among the many dividends paid by UCLA Crew is a group 
of close friends who remain by your side for the rest of your 
life – at holidays, birthdays, weddings, births, or the passing 
of a loved one, the chances are that they are the first to stand 
by you. The Friends Of UCLA Rowing - or FOUR - is 
committed to keeping the ladder down for the generations 
of young men and women who will follow us up through 
this same UCLA Crew experience and tradition.  We believe 
there are few things more noble than reaching down with an 
assisting hand to lift that young person up to join us.  
We move into the summer months preparing for an 
upcoming year of challenges and triumphs, fun and fast 
boats.  Our immediate efforts in the next few months are 
directed to recruitment, fundraising, listening carefully while 
supporting a frontline Coaching Staff and their student 
athletes.   

FOUR is now asking each of us to lend the helping hand. 
There is room enough for everyone in this boat.  

 - FOUR President Bill Palmer ’85                                         
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
NEWLY ELECTED FOUR 
OFFICERS 
President:  Bill Palmer ’85 
Vice President: Bob Newman ’68 
Secretary: Brad Stapleton ’08 
Treasurer: Kevin Still ’83

INCOMING PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

INTERESTED IN GETTING 
MORE INVOLVED IN 
FOUR? 
In addition to the annual meeting during the 
Alumni & Parents Weekend, the FOUR Board 
has monthly teleconferences, usually on a 
weekday at 7:00 pm PDT.  The next call is 
scheduled for Thursday, July 16, 2015.  If you 
are interested in joining, please contact Bill 
Palmer at wpalmer@palmercorp.com.

mailto:wpalmer@palmercorp.com
mailto:wpalmer@palmercorp.com
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Receiving their Bruin oar (L to R): 
Michael Gorczynski, Mara Behar, Kyle Knoll, Brandon 
Pang, and Nicholas Stich.  Tim Maytom not pictured.

This year’s team graduated 8 senior, six of whom rowed all 4 
years and, thus, received a Bruin oar.  The graduating class 
includes: 
 Mara Behar (coxswain)  Michael Gorczynski              
 Kyle Knoll Tim Maytom                                  
 Andrew Metz Andrew Mott                              
 Brandon Pang Nicholas Stich                            

6 SENIORS RECEIVE BRUIN OARS
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UCLA ALUMNI PROFILES
In this edition of Strokewatch, we are profiling two of our alumni from the the early 
‘80s:  Berkeley “Augie” Johnson ’88 and Peter Sokolove ’85. 

Augie with his 2014 
Masters Rowing medals

Johnson Family

1991 V4+:  
Link Herron, Augie Johnson,  
Kevin Still, Steve Thomson,  
Diazo Kobayashi

Berkeley “Augie” Johnson Peter Sokolove
Year of Graduation 1988 1987
Major Psychology Biology
Graduate School not applicable Harvard Medical School
Occupation COO (Chief Operating Officer) Physician, Professor & Department Chair - UCSF 

School of Medicine
Home Town Berkeley, CA Huntington Beach, CA
Current Residence Montecito, CA Mill Valley, CA
Favorite Book “A Fire Upon the Deep” - Vernor Vinge “America’s Bitter Pill” - Steven Brill

Pete coxing the ’84 V8 

Sokolove Family
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Berkeley “Augie” Johnson Peter Sokolove
Hardest Crew 
Workout

2000 M seat race on The Beast in the bowels of 
Drake Stadium.  I have basically had a hate-hate 
relationship with ergs ever since.  I was competing 
for a slot in the varsity boat against the monster oars 
like Charlie Hughes and Guy Speers.  Don’t 
remember anything after 1000 meters and was 
mentally ‘altered’ for days after some of those tests.  I 
hope those two bastard ergs have been sprinkled 
with holy water and sunk deep in some ocean 
trench, never to be seen again!

Janss Steps sprints

Favorite Crew 
Memory

Rowing down to the start against Harvard on 
Ballona Creek with 8,000 fans cheering from the 
shore and Dudley Moore announcing the race for 
UCLA’s 50th rowing anniversary.  Olympian Andy 
Sudduth was my counterpart in the Harvard Stroke 
seat.  Was so pumped that we went off at a 45 and 
settled to a 37 for a 3/4 boat length lead by 600 
meters…only to be agonizingly reeled back in by 
“Andy & Co.” over the next 1000 M for a 
comfortable win by Harvard.  8,000 people on 
Ballona Creek cheering - an amazing day.

Driving back from practice with five of us crammed 
into a very small car, all coated in a mixture of sweat 
and salt water, arriving on campus as many students 
were just waking up.

Favorite Racing 
Experience

Beating Cal in a photo finish with Kevin Still, Link 
Herron and Steve Thompson for the V4+ Pac-8 
Championships at Redwood Shores.  When a very 
dejected Cal brought their boat over to hand us their 
shirts and to say “Good Race,” our coxswain, Diazo 
Kobayashi, who spoke little English,  responded 
with a very enthusiastic “East sh#$ and die, Cal!”  A 
little awkward but quite satisfying.

So many great racing memories but my favorite are 
about the team, not the wins or losses.  I still 
remember when my mom cooked a huge pasta 
dinner for our freshman team the night before a 
race.  We all had a great time and ate like kings.

Favorite Quote/ 
Words of Wisdom

“You can sleep when you are dead” “A man’s character is most evident by how he treats 
those who are not in a position either to retaliate or 
reciprocate”

Why Contribute to 
FOUR?

The UCLA experience has forged friendships that 
have stood the test of time.  I will always be grateful 
for those sublime sunrise moments on the water 
with my teammates.  Contributing to the extent that 
one can and establishing a legacy of giving for 
UCLA Rowing ensures those opportunities of 
brotherhood are available to future generations.

These are some of the hardest working athletes at 
UCLA with minimal institutional support.  They 
row for love of the sport, the personal challenge, the 
amazing camaraderie, and the life-long lessons, skills 
and friendships they make.  We need to keep the 
men’s rowing experience and opportunity alive for 
future generations of UCLA students!
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UCLA’s Tim Maytom ‘15, will be part of the USA team, in the 4+ boat,  at the World University Games in Gwangju, South 
Korea; following in the footsteps of  Jeff Latham ’13 (2013 University Games in Kazan, Russia.)  
The event will feature racing in the men’s and women’s single sculls, lightweight men’s and 
women’s single sculls, men’s and women’s double sculls, lightweight men’s and women’s double 
sculls, men’s pair, men’s and women’s four and men’s eight.

The World University Games is a multi-sport event held every two years. It 
is organized by the International University Sports Federation and open to 
university athletes. This year’s games will have U.S. representation in 21 
sports with 550 athletes, the largest U.S. team in the history of the event.

BRUIN ROWER MAKES THE UNIVERSITY GAMES TEAM!!!
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SUPPORT THE  2014-2015 TEAM! Donations from July 1, 2014 through June 9, 2015

National Team 
($5,000 to $9,999): 
* Mary Gray (Julian Wolf ) 
* Robert Newman ’68 

IRA Champ 
($2,000 to $4,999): 
Barry Berkett ’74  
* Joel Breman ’58 
Robert Dingfelder ’52    
    (estate gift) 
* Bruce Kroyer ’75  
Edward Phelan ’72 
* Tim Powers ’77 
* Kevin Still ’83 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78 
* Norm Witt ’75 

Pac12 Champ 
($1,000 to $1,999): 
Hedley Beesley ’52 
Craig Cox ’80  
* Alex Frasco ’73 
* Robert Frassetto ’78 
David Grant ’86  
Nancy Graves  
    (W. Graves ’53) 
Bill Lachmar ’78 
John Lopuch ’68 
Frank Meyer ’56 
* Mark Minich ’77 
* Terry Oftedal ’70 
* William Palmer ’85 
Geof Strand ’71 
* Kina Turner (Kerry ’78) 
Brian Boxer Wachler ’89 
* Guy Weaser ’78 

Varsity Boat 
($500 to $999): 
Anonymous 
Leopold Andreoli ’80 
* Stephen Bohlmann ’75 
* Edward Bold ’59 
* Mark Breeding ’75 
Barton Carter ’94 
* Scott Case ’82 
Ron Collins ’53 
* Steve Dalzell ’85 
* Patrick Delaney ’53 
* Evan Faucher ’05 
Thomas Humphreys ’60 
* Robert Iezman ’78 
Jon Iwata (coach) 
* Clare Jarvis ’70  
* Jim Jorgensen ’70 
* Mark Klein ’90 
Robert A. Nelson ’62 
* James Pentlarge ’77 
* Mark Rhee 
Russell H. Rowell ’82 
* Scott Sayler ’77 
Peter Sokolove ’85 
* Craig Webster ’92 
Todd Wulffson ‘86 

Blue Chip Recruit 
(to $499): 
Anonymous 
Blake Addeman ’14 
Robert Amstadter MD ’57 
Jeffrey Baus ’59 
Christopher Beeckler ’05 
Brian Belleville ’11 
Christian Boehmer ’85 
Geoffrey Bremer ’77 

Kim Burdick ’77 
Christopher Cole ’85 
John Cooper ’57 
Patrick Cotter ’84 
Christopher Crane ’09 
Kevin Curran ’75 
Gary Dalzell ’75 
John DeFede ’77 
John DiPol ’77 
Chris Dudley (parent) 
Michael Dykstra ’77 
Helyne Faizi (parent) 
Fred Feldman ’61 
Loren Freestone ’94 
Jon Gilwee ’74 
Scott Goodwin ’77 
Paul Griffin ’79 
Charles Haughey ’72 
William Houghton ’55 
James Howard ’67 
Jeffrey Huckaby ’92 
Andrew Jacobs ’75 
Rody Janzen ’83 
Craig Johnson ‘81 
Mark Johnson ’77 
Max Kellenberger 
(parent) 
Bruce Kerns (parent) 
Marshall Knight ’09 
Ronald Knoll ’85 
Arthur Kochman ’53 
Eric Landoll ’06 
Thomas Larson ’74 
Craig Leeds ’76 
Guy Lochhead ’69 
Thomas Lumsden ’74 
Richard Maire ’80 
Pete Marchewka ’70 

Dylan Matteson ’08 
Murray Maytom (parent) 
Todd McAteer ’92 
Kim Medina ’72 
Michael Meyer  
Lewis Mingori ‘62 
Larry Offner ’76 
Maria Oppegard (parent) 
Anthony Osmundson ’62 
Simon Outhwaite ’89 
Julia Pang (parent) 
Ronald Pang (parent) 
Mimi Pardini (parent) 
Charles Rinck ’76 
Ray Rockoff ’64 
Carlene Salonites 
Stephen Sanders ’56 
Kane Schaller ’98 
Glenn Sherman ’74 
James Sims ’66 
Nic Smith ’11 
Gregory Somers 
Bradley Stapleton ’08 
Roydon Steinke 
Mark Stiver ’78 
Eric Stroh ’86 
Richard Strong 
Bjorn Svinterud (parent) 
Kevin Thompson 
Brinton Turner ’44 
Kirk Urata ’84 
Lynne Welch ’55 
Glenn Wetzel ’78 
Joe Whelehon ’77 
Jennifer Williams ‘77 
Steven Wolf ’64 
Helen Wong 
Arthur Zey ‘05

Save The Date - 2016 ALUMNI & PARENTS WEEKEND - February 27 & 28, 2016 
Mark your calendar for the next Alumni and Parent Weekend. 

* denotes 500 Club Charter Member for supporting the Endowment

Want to see the photographs in color?   
View the Strokewatch online at www.uclamensrowing.com/strokewatch 

http://www.uclamensrowing.com/strokewatch
http://www.uclamensrowing.com/strokewatch
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Tom Humphrey ’60 sent to us this full page Rheingold Beer ad that appeared on the back page of 
the New Yorker magazine in the late 1950’s.  Tom had given it to Bob Billings ‘60, a friend and an 
oarsman in the picture, for “safe keeping.”  The UCLA oarsman in front is Larry Bennigson ‘60, 
behind him is Bob Billing,  then Fred Feldman. 
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MAD MEN REVISITED - UCLA ROWERS IN RHEINGOLD BEER AD



Current Funding: Today each UCLA oarsman must pay 
roughly $1200 per year to row.  This figure covers 
approximately half of the per-oarsman cost of equipment, 
travel, salaries, uniforms, etc.  The balance of the annual 
operating budget must be made up with contributions from 
donors.  To ensure the young men who want to row have the 
same rich rowing experience we had, you can help by 
sponsoring an oarsman for a year through a donation of 
$1200. 

Future Funding:  One of the most important functions of 
FOUR is building an endowment. A gift to the Endowment 
will provide for the program in perpetuity. 
How You Can Donate:  
Online:  You can give online by clicking the link “GIVE 
NOW” in the upper right corner of our website at 
www.uclamensrowing.org.  
By Check/Mail: All checks should be made payable to "UCLA 
Foundation," please indicate on the memo portion of your 
check either: 
• Men’s Crew Current Expenditure Account 
• Men’s Crew Endowment  
Mail to:  Friends of UCLA Men's Rowing 
 c/o Kevin Still               
 5 Ivy Place               
 Hartsdale, NY 10530               
You will be mailed a receipt from The UCLA Foundation 
specifying the amount and specific fund designated.  Please 
verify that your donation was directed according to your 
wishes.

ABOUT FOUR AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION

Friends of UCLA Men’s Rowing 
c/o Sheila Parker Tolle 
970 Cloud Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

FOUR is a non-profit organization as defined in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (Tax Identification No. 95-3426607) and is affiliated 
with the UCLA Alumni Association.  Operational and endowment funds raised by FOUR become part of the UCLA Foundation. Your donations are 
tax deductible. 

The Friends of UCLA Men's Rowing (FOUR) provides financial support and assistance to the UCLA Men's Crew. The Men's Crew is wholly self-
financed by oarsmen, alumni, and friends.  For the program to continue to grow and prosper, it is vital that new sources of revenue be found.

Save The Date - 2016 ALUMNI & PARENTS WEEKEND - February 27 & 28, 2016 
Mark your calendar for the next Alumni and Parent Weekend. 

http://www.uclamensrowing.org
http://www.uclamensrowing.org

