
Inside This Issue 
FOUR President’s Message 1                         
Coach’s Corner 2                                         
2014 Racing Schedule 2                              
2014 Alumni & Parent Reception 3             
“Julian Wolf ” Christening 5                         
2014 Alumni Race Results 5                        
2013-14 Donors  6                                     
Alumni Profiles 7                                        

Strokewatch 

FOUR Board of Directors 
Bob Newman ‘68 
Jim Jorgensen ‘70 
Norm Witt ‘75 
Andrew Jacobs ‘75 
John Dipol ‘77 
Robert “Fritz” Frassetto ‘78 
Dr. Scott Goodwin ‘78 
Sheila Parker Tolle ‘78 
Kevin Still ’83 
William Palmer ‘85 
Chris Hirth ’87 
Paul Steinke ’01 
Christopher Beeckler ‘05 
Alex Papanicolaou ’07 
Nic Smith ’11 
Strokewatch is the newsletter of the 
UCLA Men’s Crew.  Its editor is 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78

MARCH, 2014                       A PUBLICATION OF THE FRIENDS OF UCLA MEN’S ROWING (FOUR)

FOUR PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Follow UCLA Men’s Rowing! 

Website: www.uclamensrowing.org!!
Follow us on Facebook:  UCLA 
Men’s Rowing Alumni/FOUR !!
Follow the team on Facebook:!
UCLA Men’s Rowing!

Okay sports fans, it’s March Magic time again!  
This is the time I know you’ve all been waiting 
for so patiently.  The beginning of the collegiate 
rowing season is finally upon us.  Here on this 
page is the prognostication as related to me by 
our head coach, Scott Charette.  After carefully 
considering last season’s results, effects of 
graduation, strength and return of last year’s 
novice squads, coaching changes, new 
equipment purchases, injury facts and rumors, 
depths of various squads, and even revenge 
factors, the following conclusions have been 
officially issued with the codicil: that 
everything stated here totally “depends”. !
I may have mentioned this before, but the same 
squads continue to be highly competitive with 
each other with some subtle changes and 
tendencies. Here is some of the input:   !
The UC Santa Barbara program is well 
organized, well coached and has been growing 
in numbers for a few years in a row now.  It has 
developed a reputation on campus as a great 
place to spend one’s energy if you have natural 
rowing type credentials.  They have a good size 
pool of them and the growing success is across 
the board in all levels.  Therefore, the 
expectation level of spring speed in all events is 
very high.  Fall results showed very good early 
strength.  They are the club team to beat. !
UC Irvine drafted two or three Novices into 
the varsity eight last year for the WIRA 
Championships which allowed them to go 
from a three length loss to UCLA at the Creek  
to a WIRA Gold Medal in the Varsity 8 event 
in just two weeks’ time.  They don’t have much 

depth, but they will have all or most of that 
boat back this year.  They won’t get much 
internal pressure from other boats in their 
program but they proved you really only need 
eight great athletes to win.  New Head Coach 
Pat Gleason (last year’s OCC Novice coach) 
will be trying his best to pull that off.  They 
surely will be highly competitive.  Everyone 
wants a piece of them for their upset win last 
year. !
Orange Coast has had very strong Novices 
each year which has translated into good varsity 
speed the following year.  Last year was no 
exception.  Their second Novices won the 
ACRA National Club Championships and the 
first boat was obviously faster than that so can 
they find a winner with the returnees?  Fall 
racing indicated they might.  We traded wins 
with them in a scrimmage in February.  Could 
be fun! !
UC San Diego showed good early speed and 
were very tough in an early inter-squad practice 
we had with them.  We each won a few pieces. 
University of San Diego was right in it with 
UCSD at the same scrimmage.  Being a smaller 
program hasn’t prevented them from producing 
a highly respectable Varsity 8 every year.  2014 
will be no exception. !
So where do the Bruins fit into this mix you 
ask?  As Scott said, “Depends”.  UCLA starts 
later than most of their competitors so we 
usually trail everyone throughout the fall, 
which we did again this year. The varsity group 
has decent numbers and some talented 
individuals.  Summer rowing in small boats has!
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It’s here, the racing has begun and we are within striking 
distance. The gold medal standard for club rowing on the west 
coast,  based on Grand final performances in the 1 and 2V at 
ACRA, is a crew classic victory in the 1V and a clean sweep in 
all varsity events at the Newport Regatta in 2013, not to 
mention a solid performance at the Head of the Charles this 
fall, UC Santa Barbara is legit.  

!

 Our last meeting with them in 
the fall over 5k resulted in a 19 
second deficit in the 1V and a 1 
minute deficit in the 2V.   This 
past weekend we lost to them by 
1.6 and 2 seconds respectively.  !
We are currently 2 bodies away 
from a fully healthy squad and are 
still able to hang with the best. 
We hope to be at full strength by 
the 
Crew Classic so come watch us 
from our alumni tent on the 
jumbo-tron and live along the shoreline of Mission Bay. !
We had a great Alumni & Parents weekend - sweeping LMU on 
Saturday, meeting alumni on Saturday evening and enjoying 
the Alums racing on Sunday.  Thank you all for your continued 
support! 

— Coach Scott Charette !
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COACH’S CORNER

 Date Race Location                                                                                                                            
March 1, 2014 Loyola Marymount Dual Ballona Creek, Marina Del Rey, CA                                                            
March 2, 2014 Alumni Racing Ballona Creek, Marina Del Rey, CA                                                                           
March 8, 2014 UC Santa Barbara Dual Ballona Creek, Marina Del Rey, CA                                                              
March 15, 2014 Orange Coast College Dual Ballona Creek, Marina Del Rey, CA                                                      
March 23, 2014 Newport Regatta Lido Channel, Newport Beach, CA                                                                      
March 30, 2014 USC Dual Port of Los Angeles, Wilmington, CA                                                                                
April 5-6, 2014 San Diego Crew Classic Mission Bay, San Diego, CA                                                             
April 12, 2014 UC Irvine Dual Lido Channel, Newport Beach, CA                                                                           
April 26-27, 2014 WIRA Championship Lake Natoma, Sacramento, CA                                                           
May 18, 2014 Pac-12 Championship Lake Natoma, Sacramento, CA                                                                  
May 24-25, 2014 ACRA Championship Lake Lanier, Gainesville, GA                                                            

UCLA MEN’S CREW SPRING 2014 RACE SCHEDULE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
helped them develop boat skills and if they utilize them in the 
eights for speed, it should help.  A couple of key injuries may 
hurt early but even without those the Bruins may show well.  
They have some size and power.  We have two virtually new 
Italian Fillipi eights so equipment won’t be an issue.  Technical 
proficiency will be needed to reach their potential, but look for 
them to be competitive with the best.  A few inter-squad 
scrimmages showed we were “in it”. !
Actual results of all this will clearly “depend” on how well each 
crew actually races.  But then, that’s why they race.  It should 

be a real battle out there.  No one will just walk away from 
from the crowd and dominate.  Each program has the potential 
to surprise.  I look forward to sharing the results with you. !
I realize the anticipation is palpable, but you’re just going to 
have to hang in there with the rest of us. 
  

Go Bruins! 

FOUR President Bob Newman, ‘68

JOIN US AT THE SAN DIEGO CREW CLASSIC!   
Saturday & Sunday, April 5th and 6th in Mission Bay.  

UCLA Men’s Rowing will have a tent, shared with UC Irvine, at the finish line area of the San Diego Crew Classic.   
Beverages and food will be available.
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On March 1st, over 140 alumni, parents, friends and current oarsmen and coxswains 
enjoyed the 2014 Alumni & Parents Reception.  Held for the first time at the UCLA 
Athletic Hall of Fame - it was a special evening.  The venue was warm and inviting, 
with the newest Varsity 8, “Julian Wolf” greeting guests as they entered.  The energy 
of Bruin Pride was all encompassing as the returning alums reminisced and shared 
stories of their part to the UCLA rowing legacy. The open bar and delicious hors 
d'oeuvres  added even more spirit to the event. 

FOUR  President, Bob Newman '68 welcomed the attendees as the wine tasting and 
silent auction closed and 
introduced the 1981 varsity 
eight who had defeated Cal on 
the estuary. A thrilling video of 
the race was shown with some of 
the team members sharing their 
memories of the event and 
feelings of that victory.  FOUR 
Board member, Sheila Parker 
Tolle '78  then gave a touching 
tribute to the late Julian Wolf '47 for his dedication to the program as 
competitor, official 
and donor.  She then 

introduced whistle blowing, bell ringing, 8 clapping Geof Strand '70 
who once again lightened the alums wallets as he auctioned naming 
rights for each seat of the JULIAN WOLF. Geof even "walked the talk" 
paying $3600 for the  seven seat. When all was said and done the evening 
raised $22,000 for the program. A special appreciation goes to Jim 
Jorgensen ’70 for chairing the event, Christopher Beeckler ’05 for 
reservations, John DiPol ‘77 for chairing the auctions and Kevin 
Sherwood ’80 for providing the reception wine.
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2014 ALUMNI & PARENTS BANQUET RECAP

Dave Arnold 
Kim & Dawn Burdick 
Harry Daglas 
John & Linda DiPol 
Chris & Tara Dudley 
Charlie Hughes 
Jim Jorgensen 
George Kooshian 
Marc & Jan Kravets 
Hale & Coleen Kuhlman 

Richard Maire 
Amanda & Murray Maytom 
John Nelson 
Bob & Mary Jo Newman 
Greg & Maria Oppegard 
Layne & Rich Powell 
Kevin Still 
Geof & Cynthia Strand 
Kina Turner 
Norm & Monica Witt 

JW Marriott, Javier Cano 
Wells Fargo Capital Finance 
Miguel Arias & Geri Yoza 
David Arnold 
Joe Carlson 
Steve Dalzell 
John & Linda DiPol 
Chris & Tara Dudley 
Bob Frassetto 
Terry Gomme 
Scott Goodwin, MD 
Hale & Colleen Kuhlman 

Bill Lachmar 
Amanda & Murray Maytom 
John Nelson 
Bob & Mary Jo Newman 
Greg & Maria Oppegard 
Layne & Rich Powell 
Justin Price 
Kevin Still 
Sheila Parker Tolle 
Kina Turner 
Norm & Monica Witt 

Wine & Silent Auction Donors             Wine & Silent Auction Winners
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The highlight of Live 
Auction was the very 
competitive bidding 
on the new Varsity 8 
seat inscriptions.  
We’d like to thank and 
recognize all of those 
who contributed to 
the success of the Live 
Auction! 

Seat Donor Inscription

Cox John Nelson ‘81 Kurt Urata ’80, ’81,’82, ’83’ 
“Power 10…3, 2, 1  Let’s Go!”

Stroke Richard Maire ‘80 Richard Maire - Stroke It!

7 Geof Strand ’71 Geoffrey Strand ’70 Champ 
Pain & Passion / Fleeting & Forever

6 Tim Powers ’77 Tim Powers ’77

5 Kevin Still ’83 Engine Room - Make it Happen! 
 Kevin Still ‘83

4 Peter Zandbergen Julian - You more than measured up!

3 John Nelson ’81 John Nelson ’81

2 Bill Lachmar ‘78 Wild Bill Lachmar

Bow Clare Jarvis ’71 Clare & Shari Jarvis ’71

Save The Date - 2015 ALUMNI & PARENTS WEEKEND - March 7 & 8, 2015 
Mark you calendar for the next Alumni and Parent Weekend. 
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The morning of the Alumni Races Mary Gray, Julian Wolf ’s long time 
partner,  was on hand to christen the newest Varsity 8.  Following the 
christening, the current Varsity took their new racing 8 for a test drive.      
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On the rainy, grey morning of March 2nd, the alumni showed up 
to race.  Due to the heavy rains, Ballona Creek was deemed too 
polluted to row in, so the 500-meter “race” was set for the Marina.  
There was a wide range of vintage uniforms and shapes as the shells 
eased away from the docks.  The “younger” alumni decided that the 
weather would not thwart their competitive spirit.  Once again, the 
500-meter “race” reminded them of the burn of lactic acid, 
blistered hands, and lack of wind…and we’re not talking about 
across the water!   

The two crews “rushed” to be first across the finish line.  Standing 
on the top of the podium this year was the crew, with 4“ringers” 
from the current Varsity, rowing the newly christened “Julian Wolf“– bow Christopher Beeckler ’05, Chris Crane ’10, Conor 
Kresin (current Varsity), Brandon Pang (current Varsity), Arthur Zey ’05, Alexander Blascio ’09, Marshall Knight ’09, Brad 
Stapleton, Lucas Budgett (current Varsity) and coxswain, Jordon Bacon (current Varsity). 

Post-race festivities consisted of old oars and current oars wolfing down barbecue burgers and dogs while swapping stories of what 
was, what is, and what it’s going to be…         

2014 ALUMNI RACING RECAP

“JULIAN WOLF” CHRISTENED
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SUPPORT THE  2013-2014 TEAM!

DID YOU KNOW... 
Today, UCLA funds only $3,879 through Club Sports for the 
Men’s Rowing Program?  The balance is funded by the athletes and 
FOUR. !
Today, the student-athletes that row, representing UCLA, pay 
$1,200 a year PLUS fund raise an additional $300 each?   !
For many of us, rowing cost only our time and effort to excel at the 
sport.   !
PLEASE help defray the cost for our current oarsmen; this is where 
you, our friends and alumni come in!  Help us continue the 
tradition by doing your share with a donation at 
www.uclamensrowing.org 

National Team ($5,000 to $9,999 
Robert Newman ’68 
Sheila Parker Tolle ’78 !
IRA Champ ($2,000 to $4,999): 
Joel Breman ’58 
Brian Boxer Wachler M.D. ’89 
Monica ’78 & Norm Witt ‘75 !
Pac-12 Champ ($1,000 to $1,999): 
Berry Berkett ‘74 
Stephen Bohlman ‘75 
Alex Frasco ’73 
David Grant ‘86 
James Lasswell ‘71 
John Lopuch ’68 
J. Frank Meyer ‘56 
Terry Oftedal ‘70 
Dennis Phelan ’71 
Guy Speers ’84 
Kevin Still ’83 
Geof Strand ’70 

Donations from July 1, 2013 through March 1, 2014 
Donations from 2014 Receptions are not included 

Varsity Boat ($500 to $999): 
Anonymous 
Leopold Andreoli ’80 
Mark Breeding ’75 
Timothy Emanuels ’83 
Robert Frassetto ’78 
Duvall Hecht, coach 
Thomas Humphrey ’60 
Robert Iezman, DDS ’78 
Jim Jorgensen ’70 
Brian Knapp ’83 
Kurt Kohler ’75 
Richard Maire ’80 !
Blue Chip Recruit (to $499): 
Joanne Gold Ames ‘79 
Andy Bacas 
Jeffrey Baus ’59 
Edward Bold MD ’59 
Kurt Boyd ‘74  
Geoffrey Bremer ’77 
Kim Burdick ’79

2014 ALUMNI RACING RECAP

Blue Chip Recruit (to $499): 
Barton Carter ‘94 
Charles Roland Collins ’53 
John Cooper ‘57 
Patrick Cotter ’84 
Craig Cox ’80 
Kevin Curran ’75 
Patrick Delaney ’53 
Jon Gilwee ’76  
Philip Goulding ‘73 
Nancy Graves (in memory of   
Wayne Graves ’53) 
Richard Hartnack ‘67 
Matthew Henderson 
Paul Hittelman 
Steven Hokoda OD ‘75 
William Houghton ’55  
Gordon Hunter ’64 
Cherly Jow 
Frederick Kieser ’86 
Arthur Kochman ’53 
Douglas Large ‘72

Blue Chip Recruit (to $499): 
Martin Latham 
Craig Leeds ‘76 
Guy Lochhead ‘69 
Thomas Lumsden ’74 
Robert A. Nelson ’62  
Larry Offner ‘76 
Anthony Osmundson ‘62 
Leroy Ounanian, M.D, ’72 
Donald Pierro ’76 
Russell Rowell ‘82 
Scott Sayler ’79 
Glenn Sherman ‘74 
Jim Sims ‘66 
Robert Sitzman ‘60 
Brinton Turner ‘44 
Guy Weaser ’78 
Lynne Welch 
Helen Wong
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Walt Brennan, Jr. Guy Lochhead

Year of Graduation 1970 1970 (1969 eligibility)
Major Geography, Anthropology minor Psychology
Graduate School MA in Geography - 1973 UCLA Law School - 1973
Occupation Construction Consultant Lawyer
Home Town Lawndale, CA Paso Robles, CA
Current Residence Burbank, CA Claremont, CA
Hardest Crew Workout Coach Bisset didn't allow easy ones!!! As a coxswain, the workouts were not physically 

demanding.  However, in my first year  mistakes like 
not steering straight or  making too wide a turn at the 
buoy in the marina made for a rough workout.

Favorite Crew Memory Having our boat turned around at the finish line and 
clapping for the losing team as they finished the race. 

UCLA Varsity 8 winning its first Western Sprints in 
1967

Favorite Racing 
Experience

Beating the University of Washington by open water 
at the 1967 Western Sprints.

Beating Washington JV on Lake Washington in 
Prelim Heat 1968 Western Sprints

Best Gag at UCLA Before a big race in 1967, the varsity 
showed up to practice with bandages on 
their arms as if they had given blood.  
Coach Bisset almost had a heart attack. All 
in good fun!

Unnamed members of UCLA Crew 
flooding U of W quarters at 1969 IRA

Favorite Quote/ 
Words of Wisdom

Winners don’t quit!!! “Surround yourself with smart people who will argue 
with you”  John Wooden 

Why Contribute to 
FOUR?

To support the current rowers AND get a great tax 
deduction

Support UCLA Men’s Rowing

1967 Western Sprints 
Regatta Varsity 8 
Champions

In this edition of Strokewatch, we are 
profiling two of our alumni from the 
first Western Sprint Championship 
Varsity 8, Walt Brennan (3 seat) and 
Guy Lochhead (cox’n).  
For future editions, please send your 
suggestions for oarsmen to profile to 
sheila.tolle@gmail.com.

1967 Crew winning the Pac-8 Championships

UCLA ALUMNI PROFILES

Walt Brennan  
& his wife, Kris
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1969 UCLA Varsity Crew
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Current Funding: Today each UCLA oarsman must pay 
roughly $1200 per year to row.  This figure covers 
approximately half of the per-oarsman cost of equipment, 
travel, salaries, uniforms, etc.  The balance of the annual 
operating budget must be made up with contributions from 
donors.  To ensure the young men who want to row have the 
same rich rowing experience we had, you can help by 
sponsoring an oarsman for a year through a donation of 
$1200. 

Future Funding:  One of the most important functions of 
FOUR is building an endowment. A gift to the Endowment 
will provide for the program in perpetuity. 
How You Can Donate:  
Online:  You can give online by clicking the link “GIVE 
NOW” in the upper right corner of our website at 
www.uclamensrowing.org.  
By Check/Mail: All checks should be made payable to "UCLA 
Foundation," please indicate on the memo portion of your 
check either: 
• Men’s Crew Current Expenditure Account 
• Men’s Crew Endowment  
Mail to:  Friends of UCLA Men's Rowing 
 c/o Kevin Still               
 5 Ivy Place               
 Hartsdale, NY 10530               
You will be mailed a receipt from The UCLA Foundation 
specifying the amount and specific fund designated.  Please 
verify that your donation was directed according to your 
wishes.

ABOUT FOUR AND YOUR CONTRIBUTION

Friends of UCLA Men’s Rowing !
c/o Sheila Parker Tolle 
970 Cloud Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 !
Electronic Service Requested 

FOUR is a non-profit organization as defined in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (Tax Identification No. 95-3426607) and is affiliated 
with the UCLA Alumni Association.  Operational and endowment funds raised by FOUR become part of the UCLA Foundation. Your donations are 
tax deductible. 

Save The Date - 2015 ALUMNI & PARENTS WEEKEND - March 7 & 8, 2015 
Mark you calendar for the next Alumni and Parent Weekend. 

The Friends of UCLA Men's Rowing (FOUR) provides financial support and assistance to the UCLA Men's Crew. The Men's Crew is wholly self-
financed by oarsmen, alumni, and friends.  For the program to continue to grow and prosper, it is vital that new sources of revenue be found.
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